


Key Verse

Romans 12:1 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy,
to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this
is your spiritual act of worship.



1. Renew our minds

Verse 2 says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's
will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

To be living sacrifices we need renew our minds. This is a vital first step if we are
wanting to live a life in God’s service and be a living sacrifice. We need to line our

hearts and minds up with God’s thinking.



2. Use our gifts well

Verses 6-8 — “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.”

Paul tells us to use whatever gift God has given us to the best of our abilities. If it is
to prophesy, teach, serve, give, show kindness or encourage we should do the best

job we can.



3. Really love each other

Verses 9-10 — “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be
devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. ".

Both the NIV and the NLT say this well, but | love the way the NLT puts it “Don’t
just pretend that you love others. Really love them”. That is straight to the point!



4. Live in harmony with each other

Verses 14-18 — “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud,
but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay
anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far
as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

In the next section Paul urges us to live at peace with everyone. The NIV says to live at peace with
everyone as much as it depends on you.



5. Conquer evil with good

Verse 21 — “Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good”

Paul finally finishes this section with a plea to not let evil overcome us, but we need to press on
and overcome evil with good deeds.

Edmund Burke once said, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing”.

Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up.



Summary

As we can see from these things being a living sacrifice is about:

1. Renewing our minds to line up with Kingdom thinking

2. Using our gifts well

3. Living at peace with those around us.

4. Really loving and serving others.

5. Conquer the evil things that take place in this world by doing good.

And while we do these things we are to keep our hope, be patient when things are going wrong and
keep praying faithfully.



